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Joy to the World
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Arr. by Marty Parks
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NARRATOR: Once there was a fa 'Niorushed through Christmas.
They spent the entire season das om one event to another, often at
a dizzying pace. After all, the Q ere parties to be planned and concerts
to attend. There were ift& ap and cookies to bake, cards to
n

write and friends toge December 26th . . . they were exhausted.

You see, in all their frantic activity, never once did they actually enjoy
or even ackno ge the presence of the One whose birth we celebrate;
the Ong w it all possible.

(Mu egins) It could have been different, you know. If only they
had paused to welcome the Child of Bethlehem, the Prince of Peace.
It could have been different for them; and it can be for us.



Christmas Presence
(King of Heaven’s Glory)

Words and Music by
MARTY PARKS
Arr. by Marty Parks
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NARRATOR: There’s just something special about gathering at Christmas with those
we love. There’s a reason we sing “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” and “There’s No Place
like Home for the Holidays.” We love actually being home for Christmas!

And the music itself? Well, that’s part of the appeal of this glorious season, isn’t it?
It’s everywhere! From large, formal choirs to 3 or 4 neighborhood carolers; from
polished professionals to . . . well, those of the “joyful noise” variety, ever since the
angels’ first hillside declaration, we’ve been singing Christmas.

(Music begins) And there’s no reason to stop now. Gather "round, everyone, and let’s
sing! It’s Christmas!



Gather ’Round
(And Hear the Sound of Christmas)
with
Angels We Have Heard on High
It Came upon the Midnight Clear

Words and Music by
MARTY PARKS
Arr. by Marty Parks
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NARRATOR: We don’t know much about those shepherds who were
tending their flocks that night outside of Bethlehem. Maybe there were
dozens of them, or perhaps only a handful. Were they lonely? Or bored?
Do you think they ever dreamed of some new adventure that would take
them away from the everyday, mundane task of tending to sheep?

We can be pretty sure that, even in their wildest imaginations, they never
would have conceived of a dazzling array of angels, lighting up the sky,

and filling the air with a resounding song of hope.

(Music begins) It was the music of heaven, brought to earth courtesy
of a once-in-a-lifetime celestial chorus. And even today, if we listen

very closely, we can still hear it.
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NARRATOR: In our world, rulers and kings and presidents are held
in lofty esteem, set apart, not often mingling with the common or the
ordinary. Not so in God’s world. In order to rescue us, to redeem us,
He chose to become one of us.

(Music begins) And so, the King gave up His throne. The Lord of all
became the lowest among us. The Creator became the created. And
finally, the long-expected One was here.
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Words and Music by
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What Really Matters

Words and Music by
MARTY PARKS
Arr. by Marty Parks
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*NARRATOR: “As long as we have Christmas in our heart.” Sometimes
nearly impossible, doesn’t it? When doubts or fears or worries fill urtey
tence, where do we find the peace of Christmas in all of tha ing we can be sure
of: peace isn’t found in the absence of conflict; peace is fou presence of Jesus.
And if we miss Him — if we rush through what Christmas is all"@bout — we miss what
really matters. (Narration continues on next page.)
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Jesus, God’s unspeakable Gift. He’s seen all around us, you know. Not just
in this season, but all year long. He’s in the smallest act of compassion and
in each simple gesture of kindness. You’ll find Him in every heartfelt
expression of gratitude and in the warmth of family and friends nearby.
Oh, and you can clearly see Him when you carve out a quick moment on
Christmas Eve to once again read that familiar story . . . the real Christmas
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